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& All the evidence .

Prof Hobert D%onman makes h|s claims in a 1,074-page book

Plcture by Dave F Iemsn Ie]

Fighting for a new faith- -fioure

espite leaving very little for

Christians to pin their faith

upon, Professor Robert

Eisenman considers that he
has done Christianity a favour by
revealing the family background to
Jesus Christ - and pushing the apostle
“aul into the background,

“1 want to present all the data and, if
a reader does not agree with my
analysis, that is fine - but the
information is there to reflect on,” he
told me,

There is, however, very litle left to
reflect on when one has finished the
massive 1,074-page James the Brother
of Jesus.

He claims that the major writers of
the New Testament wete anti-semitic,
presented Rome in a bright light, and
rejected the influence of Jcsus family
backgroungd.

He discounts the virginity of Mary -
it was, he dsserts, James who was the
virgin and it was attr; ibuted to Mar;
and briushes aside much of the
historical:background of the New
Testament as irretevant or smlply
make-believe.

Most of it, he insists, is the lesult of
the writers of the day trying tox ub
Jewish noses in the dust and bri mg
credit to Roman and Greek fiiflfierices,

Asked what was actually left fot!
Christians after his surgery, e teplied:
“Vory exciting stufl. We have:a whole
new character - James ~ whom we
didn’t know about before and who is
perfectly righteous and doesn't have
the shades of doubt involved in his
being. He doesn’t change his doclrine
according o his situation and he
doesn’t take the easy or advantagéous
position, as did Paul. Instead James is
unu)mpnonusum and unbending wnd
tries to embody all righteousness

His avgument is presented in full he
refused to end the book at page 600 as
the publishers vequested, “T wanted the

family and brothers of Jesus to be left
in because that is wheve the final proof
oceurs, The reader will have an
impossible time denying it,” he
insisted.

Maintaining dogmalically that the
New Testament was written from
documents which were “defective and
overwritlen” he concludes that it was
written in that {orin so that “the

David Hall meets an

author who insists the

New Testament was

doctored to hide

the real founder .

of Christianity

picture of Jesus we have is based on
religious canonical documents that, to
a large extent, have'been rewritten so
that the family 'and those close to Jesus
have been written out'and a huge
amount of anti-semitism written in.”

As evidence he points-out that inthe
New, Testament Jesus “is:made to

appear asif he doesn't like his own
‘people. He says things like, ‘A prophet
‘is niever accepted in his own house’,

who are my mother and brothers?”;
These are polemics - the Greco idea to

iplt your own ideas into the mouth of

antimportant person to give them
credibility’ ”

Jesus is made to like Roman YL
Cenlturians - and-to praise them -~ and
the centurians ave presented as not
wanting to execute Jesus, which is, in
Prof Eisenman’s words, unrealistic and
a complete invention.

“Real Jewish sympathisers would
never write those sort of things,” he
claims.

His views started to develop when he
was in Oxford in 1986-87 as a visiting
senior member of Linacre College and
while he was at the Oxtord Centre for
Post Graduate Hebrew Studies at
Yarnton.

His wife was born in Leicestershive
and the family has a soft spot for
Lngland ~ and Oxford in particular,

“My children have British
citizenship after their mother ~
something Margarel Thatcher did to
alter the law. Probably the only good
thing she did.”

He also began to be interested in the
Dead Sea Scrolls and has been an
ardent fighter to have them given
public access and to speed the

publishing of research already
accomplished.

“[ personally led the campaign to
break the monopoly on the scrolls and
to end the log-jam in holding back
manuscripts,” he points out.

He did his doctorate in Islamic and
Judaeo subjects and knew nothing of
Christianity until he began teaching.
At California State University, Long
Beach, he discovered students wanted
to pose questions and he was forced to
research the subject more and more,
“It keeps you on your toes with a large
class of students wanting to be fed.”

It was an interest-which took off
when he suddenly had his own
Damascus-road experience -
discovering the brief biblical nmientions
of James, the brother of Jesus.

“He is mentioned-briefly in Acts and
Galatians but it is néver developed, As
an outsider; T'read:it and: was Khiocked

< over ~ [ couldn’t believe whatI'was

reading, He was the most impor'tant
person.of them all - the leader of the
early church and both Peter-and Paul
had to.defer to him, This was nothing
like the picture of early Christianity
whiCh had been given previously.”

1 other literature he found that
Jaines was a-central figure ~ associated
with righteousness, Many of his
characteristics have been hijacked and
taken over by Paul and others in the
New Testament, the writer claims.

Prof Bisenman wailts to restore the
balance after 2,000 yeavs. “The public
don’t have a prior position staked out.
They want to be stimulated.

“This is not for the faint-hearted or
those under doctrinal authority but for
people with a free mind who want
excitement.

“There are few people left who really
take the faith seriously Those people
will obviously remain the same but the
residue of those who have gone off to
existentialism, Buddhism, following
Madonna or the Beatles, those made of
sterner stuff, will be able to use their
mind.”

For a man who adits to having no
faith, he has written an exhaustive
volume which could well undermine
that of those who do.

James the Brother of Jesus by Robert
Eisenman is published by Faber at £25.



